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Great Love and Great Suffering 

 
Roman Catholic priest and teacher, Richard Rohr identifies the two primary paths of 

transformation into God as great love and great suffering. Both have the capacity to rock 

our world, to throw us off center as the focus of our life becomes not ourselves, our ego, 

our desires but the needs of the one we love. Great suffering, even our own, can be an 

opportunity to gain empathy for those whose suffering is like ours at the very least, but 

also an opportunity to realize what a precious gift life and health are, especially when 

they seem to have been taken away. 

 
One of the heroes in my life in regard to finding gratitude even in suffering is a woman I know, who had pretty 

much a normal, successful life going. She had a career as a banker and was well on her way to living what most 

of us would call the good life when a diagnosis of multiple sclerosis derailed that life. Despite her illness, she 

maintains her life that is filled with joy, gratitude and love. I have seen her when her illness holds her firmly in 

its grasp and when it seems to be somewhat in remission. Throughout these ups and downs, she consistently 

chooses to be loving, grateful and generous with her life and her gifts. Instead of a career as a banker she now 

leads spiritual retreats and shares herself, her story and her love with others. 

 
I find it ironic and intriguing that we find God in times when we are knocked off center; when our lives are 

confused; when we don’t know which way is up either because we are head over heels in love (an apt 

description) or when we suffer and life and the world seem off kilter, unfair, and we can’t find our way out. I 

guess it’s because we spend so much time an effort holding onto our love, restricting its reach and focusing our 

attention on our wants and desires. No one can come to the Father, except by me. 

 
Jesus chose to undergo the transformation into God through both great love and great suffering. Released by his 

compassion for his fellow sufferers, Jesus’ love became more powerful than ever performing miracles and 

healings. His choice to walk faithfully into his destiny of great love and suffering revealed for all time that 

evil and death do not have the final say in our lives. 

 
As disciples, we have made the choice to walk faithfully into our destiny, clear eyed and determined, to let our 

love and compassion loose and that despite the crosses that may line our life’s path, our lives will be a witness to 

that Truth, that in the end: Love Wins. Resurrection happens. 

 
Happy Easter!  

 

 

April 2019 



 

April 2019 Newsletter 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 

Vestry Minutes 

March 19, 2019                                                                                        

  

Present at the meeting were Rector Jeff Douglas, Treasurer Ernie Carter, Senior Warden Buddy Jones, Charles 

Sawyer, Martie Tayloe, Becky Johnson, Bill Blanchard, Linda Blackburn, and Clerk of the Vestry Carolyn 

Peele.  

Opening Prayer and Minutes: The meeting opened with prayer by the Rector. The minutes were approved as 

presented. 

Administration and Finance:  The Treasurer went over the financial statement for the month, summarizing 

income and expenses for the year thus far.  The account balance is $14,515.44. The value of the investment 

portfolio is up about $33,000 for this quarter.  The Treasurer noted that giving usually slacks off some in the 

second and third quarters of the year. The income from the Rector’s Birthday Dinner, after expenses, was $1300, 

all of which was donated to the Hurricane Relief Fund. The motion to accept the Treasurer’s report, made by the 

Senior Warden and seconded by Bill Blanchard, passed unanimously. 

The Budget Review Committee (Carter, Jones, Sawyer, and Blanchard) has met and reported that Bishop 

Skirving will meet with the Vestry sometime in the near future to discuss our financial situation. A letter of 

approval of the Scheduled Audit has been received from the Diocese.  The new Cannon copier has been installed 

and is working properly. 

Outreach:  Soup Kitchen dates are March 21 and March 28.  The Rector commented on the results of his 

Birthday Dinner.  Sonny Brown from the Diocese called to express appreciation for the contribution to the 

Hurricane Relief Fund. Becky Johnson reported that she called the new family to welcome them to our Parish.  

Caroline Eure has expressed interest in working at Soup Kitchen. 

There was a general discussion on how we might fill the many vacancies in our Church life and activities due to 

the departure of Becky and Dicky Hoggard.  There were suggestions as to who might assume some of their 

duties in Altar Guild, Food Pantry, Soup Kitchen, Ushers, and Yard Crew ministries. 

The Rector reported very good attendance from St. Thomas’ at the Ash Wednesday service at the Methodist 

Church, probably better than any of the other participating churches. He discussed wanting to involve the 

younger children in acolyte training.  He brought up breaking the gender barrier on ushers (maybe a new 

contingent of usherettes?)  He commented that the best way to recruit and activate new members is to give them 

a job as soon as they join. 

Joint Maundy Thursday service and dinner will be here at St. Thomas’.  

Education:  It is anticipated that attendance will pick up for the Lenten study after Soup Suppers on Wednesday 

nights.  The book is The Way of Love, a 40-day devotional guide.  On April 7 Dr. John Hill is scheduled to speak 

at Adult Sunday School on Buddhism, in connection with the study of the World’s Great Religions series.  Dr. 

Hill has lived in China, where his parents were missionaries, and has traveled extensively in Southeast Asia, 

where the dominant religion is Buddhism. 

Pastoral Care: Announcement was made of the birth of Margaret Grace (Gracie) Griffin on March 18.  She is 

the daughter of Sarah and Mac Griffin and granddaughter of Claudia and Johnny Griffin.   There was no current 

update on Linda and Jim Shotwell. Recent efforts to reach them have not been successful. Bea Vaughan is 

recovering at home from major heart surgery.  She has been visited by a number of fellow parishioners, many 
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bearing gifts of food for her and her son Vince, who has been with her throughout this period of recuperation and 

recovery.  Beth Douglas is at home recovering from lingering respiratory problems. 

The Rector has spoken to the Bradshaws, newcomers to our Parish family. It was reported that the Hoggards are 

settling in at their new home at the Cedars, a retirement community, in Chapel Hill.   

Buildings and Grounds:  There was no Jr. Warden’s report due to his absence.  Dr. Sawyer suggested that the 

sidewalks need a bleach washing for mold and mildew on the bricks. The crepe myrtles touching the sanctuary 

should be trimmed. 

Calendar:  Upcoming events were noted: 

March 21 and 28 – Soup Kitchen 

Soup Suppers following Lenten services on Wednesday nights at 6:00 pm.  

Saturday, March 23 – 11:00 AM - Funeral of mother of Sonny Brown, St. Thomas, Windsor 

Saturday, March 23 – Holy Eucharist at St. Mark’s, Roxobel 

Rogation in May (date has not been set – TBA)  

 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Carolyn B. Peele, Clerk of the Vestry 

 

Maundy Thursday 
April 18 at 6 p.m. 

 
 

Grilled Lamb 

or  

Greek style Roasted Chicken 
 

Roasted Carrots & Red Potatoes 
 

Arugula with Shaved Parmesan 
 

Pear Tart with Chocolate, Caramel 

& Whipped Cream 

 

 Please R.S.V.P. by Monday, April 15 
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Gracie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Dr. John Davis on receiving 

Chowan University’s  

2018-2019 Faculty Excellence 

in Community Service Award! 

 

 

Margaret Grace Griffin 
“Gracie” 

 

Gracie was born on March 18, 2019, 
to Sarah and Mac Griffin. 

Grandparents: Claudia and Johnny Griffin 

  7 lbs, 14oz.                                   19 ¾ in. 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

  6 Charles Pierce 
  8 Tillery Johnson 
  8 Hanes Joyner 
  9 Raggs Rascoe 
14    Sarah T. Davis 
14    George Owens 
15 Stephanie Brooks 
15    Ann Hughes 
18 Linda Shotwell 
21 Gail Carter 
22    Martina Jones 
22    Wyatt Redman 

“O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor; we pray, on your servants, Charles, Tillery, Hanes, Raggs, Sarah T., George, 

Stephanie, Ann, Linda, Gail, Martina, Wyatt, as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 

strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

  1    Mac and Sarah Griffin  
  5    Charles and Stephanie Brooks 
12 Jamie and Becky Johnson 

“O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church:  
Send therefore your blessing upon Mac and Sarah, Charles and Stephanie, Jamie and Becky,, that they may so love, honor, and 
cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.” 
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                   St. Thomas Episcopal Church – Schedules for April 2019 
 

Acolytes 

  7 
 

Jerrie Taylor and Cecelia Jones 

14 
 

Bill Blanchard 

21 
 

Hugh Davis and Alexis Urquhart-Harrell 

28 
 

Gretchen Simons and Mac Griffin 

Altar Flowers 

  7 
 

OPEN DATE 

14 
 

PALM SUNDAY - FG 

21 
 

EASTER - FG 

28 
 

OPEN DATE 

Altar Guild 

Ernie Carter and Cecelia Jones 
 

Food Pantry (Note-Wednesdays) 

  3 
 

OPEN 

10 
 

Jim Shotwell 

17 
 

Peggy Vann 

24 
 

Bubba Peele 

Lay Readers 

  3 6:00 PM * Evening Prayer Colin Jones 

  7 8:00 AM 
 

Morning Prayer OPEN 

 
10:30 AM 

 
Holy Eucharist John Davis 

10 6:00 PM * Evening Prayer John Davis 

14 10:30 AM 
 

Holy Eucharist Sarah Davis 

17 6:00 PM 
 

NO EVENING PRAYER 

21 10:30 AM 
 

EASTER Hugh Davis 

24 6:00 PM 
 

NO EVENING PRAYER 

28 10:30 AM 
 

Holy Eucharist Buck Suiter 

  * Lenten Soup Supper 

Ushers 

Charles Sawyer and David Simons 

Yard Work 

  7 
 

Bubba Peele and Clyde & Ann Hughes 

14 
 

Julian Taylor and Jamie Johnson 

21 
 

Julian Taylor and Jamie Johnson 

28 
 

Colin Jones and David & Julie Shields 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hospitality Committee 
 

Maundy Thursday 
 

Lois and Charles Sawyer  
Tomma Jenkins, Hugh Davis, 

& Janine Wren 

 

 

 
Easter Altar Guild 

 

Maundy Thursday: 6:00 PM 
Ernie Carter & Sarah Davis 

Good Friday: 6:00 PM 
(Service at First Presbyterian) 

Easter Vigil: 7:30 PM 
Hugh Davis & Julie Shields 

 
Hospitality Committee 

 

Maundy Thursday 
 

Lois and Charles Sawyer 

 

Tomma Jenkins, Hugh Davis, 
& Janine Wren 
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2019 SOUP SUPPER ASSIGNMENTS 

Soup Suppers are almost here! – A fun time of wonderful fellowship. 

Please come and enjoy each chef’s culinary delights. 

The donation is $2.50 per person per week OR $10.00 for a season ticket. 

Children 7 and under are free. 

Please bring bread or crackers with your soup.   

On your week, arrive at the Parish Hall between 5:00-5:30 p.m. for setup. 

Plan to stay an hour after to help with cleanup.   

If you need to change your date with someone, please do so and notify your team captain.  

Let me know of any changes in this schedule as well.  – Glenna 

 

THANKS IN ADVANCE TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATE 
I appreciate your help. 

 

 

 April 3 

 
Brenda Hewitt 
Linda Blackburn 
Amy Brown 
Becky Johnson 
 

 April 10 

 
Gail Carter 

    Sarah Davis 
    Beth Douglas 
    Janine Wren 
    Martie Tayloe 
    Lois Sawyer 

 

First name listed is the team captain. 

 

 

Join us for Evening Prayer at 6:00 p.m., followed by Soup at 6:30 p.m. 
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A Place to Belong … A Place to Believe 


